MARINE RESERVE OF CAP DE SANT ANTONI

Natural space with a priceless ecological and environmental value, integrated inside the Montgd Natural
Park. A coastal landscape with splendid beauty, where stunning vertical rock faces alternate with small
bays and canyons; fascinating features which mean that in a relatively small stretch of the coast, we
can discover a rich diversity of environments and varied underwater topography. Its wealth and
biodiversity have earned recognition from several major institutions.

Snorkelling and scuba diver fans will discover a natural paradise in this reserve where they can
practice their favourite sport as well as observe the benthos communities and coralligenous reefs, the
prairies of Posidonia Ocednica (Seagrass), and even photograph sea creatures such as coral/anemone,
sponges, prawns, groupers, moray eels, corva drum fish, sargo bream or salema porgy bream.

The Marine Reserve can be accessed by ship orin
any case, by means of the hiking routes, for
example, the Cova Tallada or the route of the Tangé.
To assure its conservation, its access has been
restricted and controlled. Visitors must request a
permit from the Local Police authority in order to
practice any type of scuba diving. Likewise, one
must avoid travelling through the zone with a
motor boat. Fishing and the capture of any
organisms are prohibited. Discarding any type of
waste into the sea or coast is also forbidden.
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RESERVA

Average level.

Approx. duration: 50 min.
Max. depth: -20 m.
Access with boat.

Torch.
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MONA DEL CAP PRIM

Average level.
Max. depth: -29 m.
Access with boat.
Torch.
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MONA DE LILLA

Average level.
Max. depth: -22 m.
Access with boat.
Torch.
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LESCULL DE SANT PERE
0 BERGANTI

Experienced level.
Max. depth: -30 m.
Access with-boat.
Air Tank - 15 litres.
Torch. Compass.

NAUTICAL SPORTS

Xabia and its rich coasts full of cliffs, islets,
small coves and beaches with crystalline water,
as well as the wealth of its ocean floor, provide
unlimited options to enjoy nautical sports,
especially for those who love snorkelling and
scuba diving. For people who wish to become
initiated in scuba diving, we have seven scuba
diving clubs and for more experienced divers,
there are different underwater routes.

There are various options to discover Xabia by
sea, such as boat excursions which can be
enjoyed most of the year and also facilitate
visits to the neighbouring towns; there are also
nautical vehicle rentals ranging from sail boats
to motor yachts, jet skies, kayaks or canoes, etc.
which permit you to explore areas inaccessible
on foot such as the islets called Descobridor and
Portitxol and the caves: Orguens, Llop mari,
Tabac, etc.
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In a unique alliance, the sea, wind and time have
perpetually sculpted the extensive Xabia coast to

One of the main attractions of our beautiful
seashore is represented by the exceptional
panoramic views which can be enjoyed from its

create highly diverse landscapes. It is undoubtedly scenic .\/levvpomts.. Xa.b|a ovgrlooks.the sea from
considered to be one of the most beautiful sections these f|.fteen scenic viewpoints which are

of the peninsular Mediterranean coast. This coast BEACHES AND COVES strqtegmally located 819”9 thle coast; they can be
is characterized by impressive cliffs, breathtaking easily accessed by vehicle, bicycle or on foot.
coves and beaches with crystal-clear water, islets,
caves and capes which you will never forget.
Throughout the centuries, the presence of man ; -
have also left their trace in our seaside: 3 Punta de L'Arenal 12 Les Pesqueres = .. e ; Creu.del-Portit; f
watchtowers and coastal defence fortifications, : , ) . 4 Séquia de la Noria 13 Ambolo : )
quarries to obtain natural resources such as the which are fully equipped with all services, to 5 Cala Blanca 14 Castell de la Granadella

“tosca” sandstone, salted fish factories from the small coves with transparent waters, such as 6 Caletes 15 Granadella

Roman Period, as well as curious fishing structu- La Barraca, Ambolo or Granadella. In all these 7 Creu del Portitxol

res traditionally known as “pesqueres”, still visible spots, you can enjoy the peace and beauty of 8Lilla
from the sea to this day. the scenery as well as practice nautical sports 9 La Falzia

Don't miss the opportunity to discover the precious or even hike along the different trails which
landmarks of our natural and cultural heritage. A border the coast.

lovely stroll, a bicycle route or a sea excursion by

boat, kayak, canoe or jet ski are excellent ways to

discover the best of what this spectacular coast

has to offer.

The unigue features of the Xabia coast have
created a wide variety of coves and beaches of
sand, gravel or rock which are scattered over
its 25-km coast line. Ranging from open
beaches such as the LArenal or La Grava,
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+
Valameia o

“Xabia

SANT ANTONI

Average level.

Approx. duration: 50 min.
Max. depth: -21 m.
Access with boat.

Torch.
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La Cova Tallada

@ La Cova Foradada
@ La Cova Negra

THE COVA TALLADA

Located in the Marine Reserve of Cap de Sant Antoni, there
is a large cave facing the sea with a 400-m extension and
the majority of it was excavated by mankind since the
Medieval Period. The local tosca sandstone was quarried
to construct buildings. The marks left by countless
generations of “tosca” sandstone stone-cutters can still be
seen on its walls and ceilings. In 1599, it received a royal
visit from King Felipe IIl.
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Cova Tallada

This is undoubtedly one of the best spots to go snorkelling.
The Cova Tallada can be accessed by sea, which is highly
recommended by kayak or canoe or by means of hiking
paths from the Montgo Natural Park.

Once there, you may enter the water from the cave itself or
from the other two windows in the rock face which face the
sea. Here, we find a turquoise sea floor where the water is

usually calm since it forms a type of pool sheltered from the

open sea by a rock finger.
The suggested route is to swim around the interior part of
this area keeping the wall to our right.
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Cala Tango

The small cove of the Tangé or Pope, as it is also
known, is located to the left of the north jetty of the
Xabia port. Its access is not easy, since we must walk
on stone blocks at the edge of the seaside under a
restaurant terrace. The proposed route leads us
towards a wall on our left and during the route, we
encounter several cliffs which extend above the
water. In the degree that we separate from the coast,
the depth of the water gradually increases as well as
the size of the rocks on the sea floor, until at a depth
of -3 m, we can begin to perceive the appearance of
the first clumps of the rich green prairie of the
Posidonia Ocednica.
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Cala Blanca

We leave the busy Playa de LArenal behind and head
south, until we reach the Cala Blanca. If we continue
walking approx. 300 m, we arrive at a second cove, the
place selected for our underwater route. This is a small
cove which has a rocky point which extends like a rock
finger into the sea. We may enter the water from this
point and discover its brilliant rocky sea floor. It has a
relatively shallow depth, of -1 m, however as we move
away from the coast, it progressively gets deeper. When
we have turned beyond the point and entered the open
sea, we can access a luxuriant prairie of Posidonia
oceanica. If we approach this rock finger from the north,
we return to the sandy beach and once again to its
extensive rock platform covered with algae.

La Barraca

The Cala de la Barraca is one of the coast's most
colourful coves, not just in Xabia but in the entire
Valencian Community. In this cosy large cove with
gravel and boulders, there are a wide variety of options
to go snorkelling. We choose to explore the North zone
of the cove. Once we are in the water, we can observe
that the rock platform is segmented; its continuity has
been interrupted by fractures which give the sea floor a
grid-like appearance. As we advance into the open sea,
the platform gains depth in a gentle shelf. Large
boulders and rocky fingers appear like submerged
islets, which we can bypass and then travel into the
areas with Posidonia Ocednica and sandy banks.

Cala Ambolo

In order to reach Ambolo we must travel in the
direction of Cap de la Nau up to the bypass to the
cove, which we access at the street called Calle
Richard Wagner. At first, a rocky bottom appears
with medium size stones and as we advance, they
merge into the Posidonia seagrass prairie and into
stunningly beautiful sand banks. The proposed route
consists in travelling completely around the islet
which we find in the left zone, swimming around it
and exploring the infinite points which attract our
interest, since the extensive variety of sea bottoms
houses an abundant biodiversity.

La Granadella

This amazing cove has everything which snorkelling
fans could desire. Fully equipped with all services for
sunbathers and users, the cove has a South-east
orientation and it is near the islet called Descobridor, in
the vicinity of Cap de La Nau. Our route begins in the left
section of the cove. We enter the water and swim
following the rock face. At -2 m depth, we find a small
stone arch and hard rocky bottom with medium size
stones which become increasingly bigger as we
advance. The depths gradually increase and the shelf of
the rock face increasingly has a steep vertical profile.
Here, the depth is easily -5 m or more.
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